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The World Geography course provides students with an introduction to both physical and cultural geography. After an 

introduction to geography, students study each major region of the world. For each region, students learn about the importance 

of the physical geography and its impact on the region’s development. Students study cultural aspects of each region and 

examine the influence of geography on the cultural development of each region.  
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Georgia Standards of Excellence World Geography Social Studies   
Unit #/ Title  Unit 1: Human / Environment 

Interactions  

Unit 2: North Africa/ Southwest  

Asia  

Unit 3: Sub Saharan Africa  Unit 4: Asia [East, South, Southeast]  

GSE Social  

Studies  

Standards  

SSWG1a,b,c/ SSWG2a,b,c,d/  

SSWG3d,g/ SSWG4a,g/  

SSWG5a,d/ SSWG6a,d/  

SSWG7a,f/SSWG8a,e/SSWG9a,d  

SSWG3a,b,c,d,e,f,g  SSWG4c,d,e,f,g  SSWG5c,e,f,g  

  

  

  

  

  

Key Themes/  

Concepts  

Impact of Physical features on 
settlement patterns in the following 
regions:     
•North America  

•Central and South America    

•Europe  

•Africa   

•Central and SW Asia    

•South Asia, SE Asia, E. Asia   

•Oceania   

Impact of Spatial distribution of 
Natural resources on global settlement 
patterns   

  

Connections of Physical and human 
characteristics to identities and culture    
Relationships of ethnic compositions 
to cultural landscape   

Impact of language on place    

Effects of religion on a place  Impact of 

cultural beliefs on gender, race, and 

ethnicity   Process of cultural diffusion 

and convergence   

Creation and change of political 
boundaries   

  

Geography’s impact on  

participation in global exchange    

  

Causes of internal and external  

conflicts among ethnic groups   

  

Explain the influence of global 

organizations and networks on different 

scales.   

Assess demographic patterns of 
populations using various models   

Analyze population issues related to 
government policies and their effects    

Explain push/pull factors involved in 
human migration    

National vs local responses to 

migration   

Changes in agricultural techniques and 

technologies    

Analyze water insecurity   

Analyze impacts of industrialization and 

resource management   

Analyze international and governments 

responses to natural disasters   

Evaluate how global trade systems 

impact environmental sustainability   
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Unit #/ Title  Unit 5: Europe  Unit 6: Latin America  Unit 7: Canada and the United 

States  

Unit 8: Oceania  Unit 9: Review/ Rewind  

GSE Social  

Studies  

Standards  

SSWG6c,e,f,g  SSWG7b,c,d,g,i  SSWG8c,d,f  SSWG9c,e,f  ALL STANDARDS  

  
  
  
  
  

Key Themes/  

Concepts  

Using key demographic and 

social indicators to compare 

level of economic development   

Explain the relationship 

between levels of development 

and economic  

activities    

Factors that influence location 

and spatial distribution of 

economic activities   

Causes and consequences of 

urbanization   

Analyze the impact of trade 
across international borders  

and government relationships   

Changes in agricultural 

techniques and technologies    

Analyze water insecurity    

Analyze impacts of 

industrialization and resource 

management    

Analyze international and 

governments responses to 

natural disasters    

Evaluate how global trade 

systems impact environmental 

sustainability   

  

Using key demographic and 

social indicators to compare 

level of economic development   

Explain the relationship 

between levels of development 

and economic  

activities    

Factors that influence location 

and spatial distribution of 

economic activities    

Causes and consequences of 

urbanization   

Analyze the impact of trade 
across international borders  

and government relationships   

Changes in agricultural 

techniques and technologies   

Analyze water insecurity   

Analyze impacts of  

industrialization and resource 

management   

Analyze international and 

governments responses to 

natural disasters   

Evaluate how global trade 

systems impact environmental 

sustainability   

  

Review and Reteach all content 

standards  

Introduce Unit 1 for next course  

Apply skills and concepts learned 

from all units  

Engage in project based learning 

performance task  

Demonstrate mastery using 

summative assessments  
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Unit 1: Human/ Environment Interaction  

  

Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the relationship between natural forces and features 

and human activities.  

  

Enduring Understanding  

Areas are characterized by physical and cultural phenomena.  

How do geographers use the Five Themes of Geography to describe a place?  

Interrelationships between physical and human forces exist within a place.  

What are the major physical features of each of the world's regions?  

What are the climate zones for each of the world's regions?  

How do physical features and climates influence human activities (e.g., where they live, their 
economic activities, their lifestyles) in each of the world's regions?  

What are the major ethnic groups of each of the world's regions, and what are the most notable 

customs and traditions of each group?  

What similarities do the ethnic groups share?  What are their major differences?  

  

GSE Unit Standards:  
SSWG1  
The student will explain the physical aspects of geography.  
SSWG1.a  
Describe the concept of place by explaining how physical characteristics such as landforms, bodies of water, 

climate, soils, natural vegetation, and animal life are used to describe a place.  
SSWG1.b  
Explain how human characteristics including population settlement patterns and human activities such as 

agriculture and industry can describe a place.  
SSWG1.c  
Analyze the interrelationship between physical and human characteristics of a place.  
SSWG2  
The student will explain the cultural aspects of geography  
SSWG2.a  
Describe the concept of place by explaining how the culture of a region is product of the regions physical 

characteristics.  
SSWG2.b  
Explain how cultural characteristics of a place can be used to describe a place.  
SSWG2.c  
Analyze how physical factors such as mountains, climate, and bodies of water interact with the people of a 

region to produce a distinctive culture.  
SSWG2.d  
Explain the how the development of customs and traditions help to define a culture and a people. SSWG3.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on North Africa/Southwest Asia.  
SSWG3.b  
Describe the major climates of North Africa/Southwest Asia and how they have affected the development of 

North Africa/Southwest Asia.  
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SSWG3.g  
Describe the major ethnic and cultural groups in North Africa/Southwest Asia including major customs and 

traditions.  
SSWG4.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on Sub-Saharan Africa. SSWG4.g  
Describe the ethnic and religious groups in Sub-Saharan Africa including major customs and traditions.  
SSWG5.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on the regions of Asia. SSWG5.d  
Describe the various ethnic and religious groups in the region and the affect of geography on their 

development and their major customs and traditions.  
SSWG6.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on Europe.  
SSWG6.d  
Describe the various ethnic and religious groups in Europe and the influence of geography on those groups 

and their major customs and traditions.  
SSWG7.a  
Explain why the region is known as Latin America including cultural reasons.  
SSWG7.f  
Describe the various ethnic and religious groups in Latin America including South America, Central America 

and the Caribbean including major customs and traditions.  
SSWG8.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on the Canada and the United States.  
SSWG8.e  
Describe the ethnic and religious groups in Canada and the United States including major customs and 

traditions.  
SSWG9.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on the region. SSWG9.d  
Describe the various ethnic and religious groups including major customs and traditions.  
  

Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/social

s tudies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socia

l studies_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-World-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudies9-12.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudies9-12.aspx
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-World-Geography.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-World-Geography.aspx
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-World-Geography.aspx
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https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login
https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login
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9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)  

Unit 2: North Africa/ Southwest Asia  
  

  

Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the interaction of physical and human systems that have 

shaped contemporary North Africa and Southwest Asia.  

  
Enduring Understanding  
Religion is a very strong cultural trait that often influences other societal structures.  
  
Why is conflict likely when two or more religious factions occupy the same region? (3e)  
  
How have the presence of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam within the same region influenced the 

development of the region's culture? (3e)  
  
Limited resources are often the basis for power and conflict.  
  
How does the presence or absence of oil influence political and economic decisions for a country? (3c)  
  
Water is a valuable resource that influences the settlement, population, and sustainable growth of a region.  
  
How did the water supply historically and contemporarily influence the development of North 

Africa/Southwest Asia? (3d)  
  
Cultural boundaries are rarely defined by political boundaries.  

  
How are political boundaries imposed on the land? (3f)  
  
How are cultural boundaries determined? (3f)  

  
How can one justify this region's existence on two continents? (3f)  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  
SSWG3  
The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary 

North Africa/Southwest Asia.  
SSWG3.a  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on North Africa/Southwest Asia.  
SSWG3.b  
Describe the major climates of North Africa/Southwest Asia and how they have affected the development of 

North Africa/Southwest Asia.  
SSWG3.c  
Analyze the impact of natural resources, especially oil have on North Africa/Southwest Asia. SSWG3.d  
Analyze the impact of water supplies on the growth of population centers.  
SSWG3.e  
Explain the impact of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam on the development of the region's culture.  
SSWG3.f  

http://www.bie.org/curriculum
http://www.bie.org/curriculum
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Explain why this region contains areas on two different continents.  
SSWG3.g  
Describe the major ethnic and cultural groups in North Africa/Southwest Asia including major customs and 

traditions.  
  

Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/social

s tudies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socia

l studies_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)   
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Unit 3: Sub Saharan Africa  
  

Unit Focus: This unit focuses on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Sub-Saharan Africa.  

  
Enduring Understanding  
Areas are characterized by physical and cultural phenomena.  
  
How do geographers use the Five Themes of Geography to describe a place?  
  
Interrelationships between physical and human forces exist within a place.  
  
What are the major physical features of each of the world's regions?  
  
What are the climate zones for each of the world's regions?  
  
How do physical features and climates influence human activities (e.g., where they live, their economic 

activities, their lifestyles) in each of the world's regions?  
  
What are the major ethnic groups of each of the world's regions, and what are the most notable customs 

and traditions of each group?  
  
What similarities do the ethnic groups share? What are their major differences?  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  
SSWG4.c  
Describe the pattern of population distribution in the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa in relation to 

urbanization and modernization.  
SSWG4.d  
Explain how Sub-Saharan Africa's physical features have impacted the distribution of its population.  
SSWG4.e  
Analyze how the migration of people such as the Bantu and Zulu have impacted the economic cultural and 

political aspects of Sub-Saharan Africa.  
SSWG4.f  
Analyze the strengths and weaknesses in the development of Sub-Saharan Africa including factors such as 

linguistic, tribal, and religious diversity, literacy levels, and the colonial legacy.  
SSWG4.g  
Describe the ethnic and religious groups in Sub-Saharan Africa including major customs and traditions.  
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Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/social

s tudies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socia

l studies_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)  
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Unit 4: Asia [East, South, Southeast]  
  

  

Unit Focus: This unit focuses on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Sub-Saharan Africa.  

  
Enduring Understanding:  
Hardships often push people to move to other areas.  

• Why are large centers of populations usually found on coastal areas and urban areas, especially in 

developing countries? (4e)  
  

• What are the immediate and long-term results of desertification and drought? (4h)  
  
People's choices about where to live are influenced by, and often limited by, geographic features.  

• What are the limiting factors imposed by plateaus, mountains and valleys, and desert areas on 

population distributions?  

  

• How do humans alter their environment to make it habitable? (4d)  
  
The movement of people, ideas, customs, and goods changes the cultural landscape of regions.  

• How do cultural traits influence economic, cultural, and political practices and decisions? (4e)  
  

• How do people resolve economic, cultural, and political differences in plural 

(multicultural/multiethnic) societies? (4e)  
  

• How does the spread of deadly diseases in under-developed countries influence the rest of the world? 

(4e)  
  
Plural societies in a region present challenges and opportunities to those who are making decisions for and 

interacting with the region.  

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of diverse (often opposing) cultural traits residing in the 

same region? (4f)  
  
Remnants of colonial control remain in a country even after the country has become independent.  

• How does a colonizing country impact the colonized country both negatively and positively? (4f)  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  

• SSWG4.d  
Explain how Sub-Saharan Africa’s physical features have had an impact on the distribution of its 

population.   

• SSWG4.e  
Analyze how the migration of people such as the Bantu and Zulu has had an impact on the economic, 

cultural, and political aspects of Sub-Saharan Africa.  

• SSWG4.g  
Describe the ethnic and religious groups in Sub-Saharan Africa; include major customs and traditions.   
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• SSWG4.h  
Analyze the impact of drought and desertification on Sub-Saharan Africa  

• SSWG5.c  
Analyze the impact of the topography and climate on population distribution in the regions.  

• SSWG5.e  
Analyze the impact of population growth in the region on both the region and on other regions of the 

world including China, India, and Japan.  

• SSWG5.f  
Explain the division of the Indian-subcontinent into India and Pakistan and the eventual creation of 

Bangladesh.  

• SSWG5.g  
Describe the Pacific Rim and its cultural, political, and economic significance.  

  

  

Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialst

u dies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-

WorldGeography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socials

t udies_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)  

Unit 5: Europe  
  

  
Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Europe  

  
Enduring Understanding:  
Regions with location and geologic advantages are better positioned for economic growth and to spread 

their cultural influence.  

• What role did Europe's geographic location play in its early history and development? (6c)  
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• How does its geographic location influence its economy and world influence today? (6c)  
  
Proximity of major cities allows greater opportunities for complementary businesses and other human 

interactions.  

• What role did the Industrial Revolution play in the development of Europe's transportation system? 

(6e)  
  

• How does Europe's transportation system contribute to its economic success? (6e)  
  

• What role will the transportation system play in the continued development of the European Union? 

(6e)  
  
People's choices about where they live and the work they do are influenced by, and often limited by, 

geographic features.  

• How does the physical geography of Russia influence its human activities? (6f)  
  
Interrelationships between physical and human forces exist within a place.  

• What environmental challenges is Europe facing as a consequence of industrial growth? How are they 

responding to these challenges? (6g)  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  

• SSWG6.c  
Analyze the importance of Europe's coastal location, climatic characteristics, and river systems 

regarding population, economic development, and world influence.  

• SSWG6.e  
Explain why Europe has a highly integrated network of highways, waterways, railroads, and airline 

linkages.  

• SSWG6.f  
• Analyze the impact of geography on Russia in terms of population distribution, trade, and 

involvement in European affairs.  

• SSWG6.g  
• Analyze the environmental issues associated with industrial and natural resource development in 

Europe, including Russia  
  

  

Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialst

u dies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   
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Unit 6: Latin America  
  

   

Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Latin America  

  
Enduring Understanding:  
People's choices about where to live and the work they do are influenced by, and often limited by, 

geographic features.  

• What are the geographic features and how do they influence human activity in each of these 

subregions:? Middle America (Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean) Andes Mountains, Brazil, and 

Middle-Latitude South America? (7d)  
  
Interrelationships between physical and human forces exist within a place.  

• How have natural disasters (e.g., earthquakes, floods, hurricanes) impacted the economic activity of 

Latin America? (7e)  
  

• Why have many Central American and South American regions practiced deforestation? (7e)  
  

• What governmental and economic policies and practices can reverse the deforestation problem (e.g., 

land management, diversification of crops, protection of forests) (7g)?  
  

• How have civil wars influenced the development and progress of some Latin American countries and 

regions (7e)?  
  

• What geographic features of Latin America allow drug production to flourish there? (7i)  
  

• What economic and political conditions are conducive to the drug trade in Latin America?? (7i)  
  

• Why have environmentalists from across the world become involved in the issue of deforestation in 

these regions? (7e)  
  

• How are Brazil and other Latin American countries using some of their natural resources (minerals, oil, 

gas, arable crop land) to trade on the international market (7h)?  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  

• SSWG7.b  
Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on Latin America.  

• SSWG7.c  
Describe the major climates of Latin America and how they have affected Latin America.  

• SSWG7.d  
Explain how geographic features and climatic patterns affect population distribution.  

• SSWG7.g  
Analyze the impact of deforestation on Latin America and explain actions being taken.  

• SSWG7.i  
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Analyze the impact illegal drug production and trade have on Latin America.  

 Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies- 

World-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialst

u dies9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-

WorldGeography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socials

t udies_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)  
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Unit 7: Canada and the United States  
  

  
  

Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Canada and the United States.  

  
Enduring Understanding:  
Populations are not limited to coastal and urban areas when technology is readily available.  

• Why are the largest population centers in the United States and Canada in urban areas? How is it 

possible for non-urban areas to be successfully populated? (8c)  
  
Regions with location and geologic advantages are better positioned for economic growth and to spread 

their cultural influence.  

• What are the physical geographical features of the United States and Canada that have contributed to 

their growth and development? (8d)  
  
Interrelationships between physical and human forces exist within a place.  

• How have transportation and communication contributed to the growth of industry in the United 

States and Canada? (8f)  
  

• What environmental challenges are the United States and Canada facing as a consequence of 

industrial growth? (8f)  
  

• What effect does industrial growth have on the environment? (8f)  
  
GSE Unit Standards:  

• SSWG8.c  
Explain the reasons for the population distribution in Canada and the United States.  

• SSWG8.d  
Explain how the physical geography of Canada and the United States contributed to regional growth 

and development.  

• SSWG8.f  
Analyze how transportation and communications improvements led to the growth of industry in the 

United States and the consequences of such growth especially environmentally for both Canada and 

the United States.  
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Unit 8: Oceania  
  

  

  

Unit Focus: This unit will focus on the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped 

contemporary Oceania, including Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica.  

  

Enduring Understanding:  

Regions will be less diverse in terms of cultures and life forms if they interact less with other 

regions.  

• How have the geographic positions of Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica affected the 

cultural and biological development of the regions? (9c)  

  

The availability of natural resources is an incentive for humans to overcome isolation barriers to 

regions.  

• How are the natural resources of Australia and New Zealand contributing to those countries 
becoming interdependent with the Pacific Rim? (9e)  

  

The human geography of a region changes as immigration and emigration occur.  

• What are the push-pull factors affecting populations between Australia and Asia and New 

Zealand and other Pacific Islands? (9e)  

  

Humans must exercise protective measures if fragile environments are to exist.  

• Why was the Antarctic Treaty necessary for the preservation of Antarctica's resources(9f)  

  

GSE Unit Standards:  

• SSWG9.c  

Analyze the impact isolation has had on the cultural and biological development of the 
region.  

• SSWG9.e  

Explain how the migration of diverse ethnic groups and available natural resources have 

affected the economic and political development.  

• SSWG9.f  

Explain why it was necessary for world governments involved in the exploration of Antarctica 
to develop and sign the Antarctic Treaty of 1961.  
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Unit 9: Review/ Rewind  

Unit Focus:  

ALL   

Standards/Elements:   

ALL priority standards should be reviewed  

• Review and Reteach all content standards  

• Introduce Unit 1 for next course  

• Apply skills and concepts learned from all units  

• Engage in project based learning performance task  

• Demonstrate mastery using summative assessments  

Additional Resources:   

1. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Teacher-Notes.pdf   

2. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Georgia-Standards.pdf   

3. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudi

e s9-12.aspx   

4. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-

StudiesWorld-Geography-Curriculum-Map.pdf   

5. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-

WorldGeography.aspx   

6. https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/GPS%20Support%20Docs/gps_Socialstud

i es_skills_matrix.pdf   

7. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-tandards/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx    

8. https://www.usatestprep.com/member-login   

9. http://www.bie.org/curriculum (Project Based Learning)  
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